
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1066
 
Main Petitioner: John M Thomson 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to consider and debate the adoption of the 
current symbol of the Scottish Parliament to be displayed in a prominent 
position in the Debating Chamber.   
 
 
Background 
 
The Petitioner believes that: 
 

  “… there is a need to establish the identity of the Parliament in the 
eyes of not only the Members but of all those many people who visit 
and work in the Debating Chamber. This identity should be in the form 
of the existing symbol (logo) of the Parliament”.   
 

The Petitioner calls for the symbol to be placed either above or in front of the 
Presiding Officer’s Desk. 
 
The Scottish Parliament Corporate Logo 
The Scottish Parliament’s official logo is made up of two parts: a badge 
comprising a Crown positioned centrally above a Saltire which is mounted on 
a corded banner hanging from a pommelled pole, and text comprising the 
words “The Scottish Parliament” in a specially designed and unique typeface 
positioned centrally below the badge. The logo can also be accompanied by 
the words “Parlamaid na h-Alba” which is Gaelic for “The Scottish Parliament”.   

  
 
The logo was one of several designed by Redpath (one of which was based 
on the winner of a student design competition held in 1999).  It was officially 
unveiled by the then Presiding Officer Sir David Steel on 12 April 2000. 
 
Guidance on the use of the logo on SPEIR advises that:  
 

“The badge component of the logo has been granted to the SPCB by 
the Lord Lyon and therefore there are restrictions applying to the use of 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1066.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-00/pa00-018.htm
http://intranet/organisation/directorates/ai/splogo.aspx


 

the logo in terms of heraldic laws. The logo is also subject to copyright 
and Trade Mark laws. All uses of the logo must be approved by the 
SPCB”. 
 

On use of the logo official guidance provides that: 
“The logo is the corporate identity of the Parliament and can be used 
where it would be appropriate to use a symbol of the Parliament, for 
example on publicity material or documents that relate to the business 
of the Parliament”. 
 

Use of symbols in parliament chambers 
The use of symbols or logos is not unusual in legislative chambers.  For 
example, the European Parliament (see photo below) displays the symbol of 
the European Union prominently above the chair of the President.   

 
 

Many other national or regional legislatures display national symbols such as 
emblems, flags or coats of arms in their legislative chambers. The Swedish 
Chamber (below), for example, displays both the Swedish coat of arms and 
the Swedish flag. 
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Previous consideration 
The SPCB has not previously considered the use of the Parliament’s 
corporate logo in the Chamber in the way requested by the petitioner.  
However, when considering arrangements for the Microsoft event in January 
this year, the Corporate Body agreed that the Parliament's logo should be the 
prominent logo on any backdrop or presentation being projected in the 
Chamber or elsewhere in the complex during the event. 
 
In cases not covered by the general guidance referred to above, the SPCB 
will take decisions on the use of the logo on a case by case basis. It is likely, 
therefore, that any request that the logo be permanently displayed in the 
Chamber would need to be the subject of a specific request/paper to the 
Corporate Body. 
 
The Mace 
There is, of course, a parliamentary symbol which is in use in the Chamber in 
the form of the Mace.  The Mace, designed by silversmith Michael Lloyd, is 
made from silver and inlaid with gold panned from Scottish rivers and 
inscribed with the words: Wisdom, Compassion, Justice and Integrity. The 
words “There Shall be a Scottish Parliament” are inscribed around the head of 
the Mace. The Mace was gifted to the Parliament by Her Majesty the Queen 
and presented by her at the official opening of the Parliament on Thursday 1 
July 1999. The Mace is held to be a visible symbol of the Parliament’s 
authority and is placed on top of its glass case below and in front of the 
Presiding Officer’s desk during parliamentary meetings. 
 
 
 
Denis Oag 
Principal Research Specialist 
SPICe Research 
7 June 2007 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petitions briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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